100 North Appleton Street
Appleton, WI 54911-4799
www.appleton.org

City of Appleton

Meeting Agenda - Final

Municipal Services Committee

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 6:45 PM Council Chambers, 6th Floor

Special Meeting

1. Call meeting to order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll call of membership
4. Approval of minutes from previous meeting
5. Public Hearing/Appearances
6. Action Items
24-1268 Request from Appleton Downtown Inc. for free ramp and meter parking on

Small Business Saturday, November 30, 2024.

Attachments: Small Business Saturday parking.pdf

7. Information Items

8. Adjournment

Notice is hereby given that a quorum of the Common Council may be present during this
meeting, although no Council action will be taken.

Reasonable Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities will be made upon Request
and if Feasible.

City of Appleton Page 1 Printed on 9/26/2024


https://cityofappleton.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=24968
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S uacolp;rm‘ed

August 21, 2024

Dear Municipal Service Committee,

Small Business Saturday takes place on Saturday, November 30, 2024. As a continuous supporter of our thriving
Downtown, and on behalf of our small business owners, Appleton Downtown, Inc. respectfully requests that Small
Business Saturday on November 30, 2024 be a “Park Free” day in Downtown Appleton. We ask that you please
consider removing the paid parking requirement throughout the central business district, making all parking ramps
and parking meters free to shoppers, diners and visitors of our vibrant Downtown.

As you may know, Small Business Saturday began in 2010, as an initiative by American Express to encourage
consumers to shop at small businesses. Projected spending among U.S. Consumers who shopped independent
retailers and restaurants on Small Business Saturday reached an estimated $17.9 billion according to the 2022
Small Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey. American Express estimates that for every dollar spent at a
small business, $0.68 stays in that business’s local economy. Keeping those dollars local, creates potential to boost
revenue for our Downtown businesses.

In 2011, the Senate unanimously passed a resolution in support of Small Business Saturday. Projected spending
among U.S. consumers who shopped at independent retailers and restaurants on Small Business Saturday reached
an estimated $17.9 billion according to the 2022 Smal! Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey. American
Express estimates that for every dollar spent at a small business, $0.68 stays in that business’s local economy.
Keeping those dollars local, creates potential to boost revenue for our Downtown businesses.

ADl is proud to partner with ANBA to cooperatively promote Small Business Saturday through our annual Small
Business Saturday Passport Program. In 2023, we had 50+ Downtown businesses participate in the program and
20+ small businesses throughout the rest of Appleton. There were over 600 passports turned in by shoppers and
almost 100 high-value prizes given away at random. The impact of the program and of Small Business Saturday can
be seen not just Downtown, but throughout the entire City of Appleton.

Including a partnership with the City of Appleton Public Works Department to make parking free on Small Business
Saturday will create a welcoming experience for shoppers. A “Park Free” day will aliow consumers to shop freely,
without the pressure of monitoring a meter or worrying about how many hours they are parked in a ramp.

ADI will work with the Downtown business owners to ensure on-street parking is reserved for shoppers, and not
occupied by Downtown employees.

We greatly appreciate your consideration. Please let us know when this request will be placed on the agenda.
Sincerely,
Z;mifer tephahy

Executive Director

Appleton Downtown Inc.
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